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Order of Service for the Worship of God

Fairmont Presbyterian Church nurtures and guides people to live inspired lives.
December 24, 2020
7:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service
_____________________________________________________________________
Preservice Music
Welcome

Rev. Brian Maguire
Please extend your greetings through the chat box on YouTube

Choral Prelude

See Amid the Winter’s Snow
The Chancel Choir and Guests

arr. by Dan Forrest

Call to Worship (Isaiah 9:2; Matthew 4:16)
Rev. Kelley Shin
Leader:
The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
People:
Those who live in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
Leader:
For a child has been born to us.
People:
A savior who is our Christ, the Lord.
Leader:
To the child born in Bethlehem let us lift our prayers and songs and hopes this
night when heaven drew near to earth. Let us draw near and worship him.
Hymn 133
1 O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him,
born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!
2 True God from true God,
Light from light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
very God, begotten, not created!
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Adeste Fideles

3 Sing, choirs of angels;
sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all
glory in the highest!
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!
Lighting of the Advent Candles and Christ Candle

The Gill Family

Congregational Response 113

Angels We Have Heard on High
Gloria
(verse 1)
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply echoing their
joyous strains. Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Canticle of the Incarnation

Colossians 1:12-20
(bold in unison)
He is the image of the unseen God
and the firstborn of all creation,
for in him were created
all things in heaven and on earth:
everything visible and everything invisible,
thrones, dominions, sovereignties, and powers—
all things were created through him and for him.
Before anything was created, he existed
and he holds all things in unity,
he is moreover the head
of the body, the Church.
As he is the Beginning,
he was first to be raised from the dead
so that he might be first in every way;

Rev. Kelley Shin

for in him the complete being of God
by God’s own choice came to dwell.
Through him God chose to reconcile
the whole universe to himself,
everything in heaven and everything on earth
when he made peace
by his death on the cross.
Anthem

A Christmas Alleluia
The Bell Choir

by Cynthia Dobrinsky

Prayer for Illumination
First Reading
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6 For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Leader:
The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 9:2-7

Rev. Lisa M. Hess

Anthem

The First Noël
arr. by Andrew Hawryluk
Matthew Shin, cello; Kent Shin, violin; and Judy Bede, piano

Second Reading
Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to
be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8 In

that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Leader:
The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.
Meditation

He Came Anyway

Hymn 134

Joy to the World

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

Rev. Brian Maguire
Antioch

repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
4 He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
Pastoral Prayer (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Anthem

O Holy Night
Loralei Harding, soprano

by Adolphe Adam

The Mystery of the Incarnation
John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth.
The Sharing of the Light
As we remember the light that shines in the darkness, we invite you to light a candle at home.

Hymn 122
1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent Night, Holy Night!
(verses 1-3)

Stille Nacht

Fantasia on a French Carol

Robert Hughes

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born;
Christ the Savior is born!”
3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Charge and Benediction
Postlude

(Music and words are used with permission of CCLI License #930368.)

Within the Fellowship
For prayer concerns or if you would like to be part of the Email Prayer Chain Team, please contact:
Rev. Kelley Shin at kshin@fairmontchurch.org.
For emergencies, contact Rev. Brian Maguire at (937) 269-2864 or Rev. Kelley Shin at (937) 751-0752.
Fairmont Church Closed December 24-January 13
Upon the recommendation of our Medical Advisory Group, the Session has decided to close Fairmont for
all activities (except preschool) between December 24 and January 13. Our community is anticipated to
reach peak rates of transmission of infection during this time and we seek to do everything we can to help
keep people safe. While the church will be closed, staff will still be collecting postal mail, and can be
reached at any time by email or cell phone. Be careful, stay safe, and stay healthy.
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